
EXCHANGEREPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guadalajara, Mexico 

WS 2008/2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 2 - 

     Carina Waidhofer (Maturajahrgang 2007) 

For me personally, this half year abroad in Guadalajara was the best year I’ve 

ever had and I would do it always again and again! 

 

I was staying with a host family. They were really nice, treated me like a real 

family member. I had my own room with TV and a little balcony and I also got 

to know the true promise of a bathroom only for my own. They were always 

helping me, no matter in which issue. Although they treated me that well, I 

wouldn’t stay with a host family again, but rather in an apartment. You are 

free to eat whenever you want, when you go out, when you come home, and 

when you are spending one day only in your room nobody is asking why. So if 

you are used to be independent and you already lived alone in a flat I would 

recommend staying together with friends in a nice apartment. 

 

Concerning university: It’s true that I may not have learned that much 

compared with the knowledge I would have gathered in one semester at the 

IMC but this lifelong experience from a stay abroad is something that nobody 

and nothing can ever replace and in my opinion you profit a lot more from a 

stay abroad than from one semester studying! 

 

 For me the most incredible thing was that I was seeing myself growing up. I 

learned so much this semester about my personality, my values, my 

character, about respect and tolerance, about how happy you can be your 

whole life. Especially the Mexican people will show you that you should enjoy 

life, of course work hard, but don’t forget the really important things in life, 

like family, friends, health, joy and the most important thing: that you are 

happy with your life and always carrying a smile with you! 

I never had homesickness this semester here in Guadalajara, maybe this was 

also because I got to know here a very nice Mexican guy who showed me the 

real life in Mexico, brought me deeper into the culture and people and I 

experienced life here in Mexico in a way of really being included in family life 

and I made lifelong friends. So I was so lucky to experience Mexico like nearly 

a “part of Mexican society” and not as a tourist.  
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I want to be honest with you: as you can see, I completely enjoyed my stay 

abroad and there was never one negative thing which was disturbing my 

mind. But when I came home again I recognized that a stay abroad for such a 

long time has also some critical aspects. You really get to know when you are 

coming back WHO are your real friends. Friends who didn’t forget you, friends 

for which you are the same important person as you were before, friends who 

really show interest in your life again although you haven’t been with them 

physically for such a long time. This experience could be very shocking – that 

was at least my experience. You have to put an effort in getting another time 

included or integrated in these groups of friends. They lived their lives during 

this semester as you did and sometimes you experience (I hope you won’t) 

that you no longer belong to their lives. I ”touched” this topic a little bit when 

I came back home, but I know now, WHO are my real friends who always will 

stay behind me and will never forget me, no matter in which part of the world 

I am. 

But all in all – believe me - I’ve never enjoyed life more than this semester in 

Mexico! 


